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Property description and surroundings. 

 
Creagloisk is located three miles up a tarmac track which winds through the Glenfernate Estate, 
running alongside the Fearnach River and then over a stone bridge before the cottage driveway is 
arrived at. The cottage sits in a fenced garden area of approximately an acre.  
 
The immediate garden surroundings are grass paddocks and open grazing with two clumps of 
forestry, one to the West and one to the East on the other side of the river. These areas of planted 
pine woodland provide a sense of shelter and would also help to deflect some wild weather away 
from the cottage. Should they be felled, the cottage surroundings would feel rather austere.  
 
The river runs about a hundred meters to the East of the cottage and can be heard from the garden 
and from the inside of the cottage when in full flood. The river is significantly lower than the 
cottage and as such would not carry any risk of flooding. 
 
Creagloisk is a very traditional Scottish one and a half storey cottage, built by the Victorians to 
house game keepers or shepherds working on the estate. The half storey upstairs is formed by the 
use of dormer windows emerging from the roof above the ground floor windows on the front of the 
cottage and from the centre at the rear of the cottage, this format allows for more usable space 
upstairs given the lower roof height 
The cottage has a warm and cosy feel to it but the traditional use of small windows affects the 
amount of light available to the interior of the cottage, the effect of this is compounded by the 
thick walls which allow for a fairly narrow beam of light to penetrate the rooms. The quantity of 
light is further diminished by the two mature Sitka spruce trees in the front garden.  
The thick walls of the cottage perform like storage heaters once warmed, inversely they also help to 
keep the cottage cool in the summer months. The thickness of the walls provides a somewhat 
reassuring sense of protection, and a fort like feel of solidity. The wood framed sash windows in the 
cottage are very traditional and in keeping with the original design, but can be a source of heat loss 
and drafts. Heating is provided by a multifuel stove which supplies hot water when the radiator 
pump is switched off at night and heat to the radiators during the day with the pump switched on. 
Living with these stoves is quite hands on and they are a constant source of dust and ash around 
the house while in use. The stove would however keep the cottage feeling dry and allow the walls 
and fabric of the cottage to breath. Despite the cottages’ location three miles up the estate track 
there is a local coal merchant who will deliver once a month. There is a fireplace in the sitting room 
which was probably designed to burn coal, but which would also work reasonably well with 
wooden logs. The fireplace in the sitting room adds to the sense of cosiness that the cottage 
promotes. There are two further fireplaces, one in each of the bedrooms, but they are both tiny and 
have been decommissioned. 
 
The main views from the cottage are from the windows which face South from the front elevation, 
both bedrooms and the sitting and dining rooms have larger windows which afford a view down 
the glen. The views from the sitting room and guest room are less impaired by the Sitka spruces, 
but the views from the dining room and master bedroom are noticeably more restricted. The 
bedrooms also have small windows which look out to either side of the cottage. These I imagine are 
really designed to allow more light in to the bedrooms, the views are not bad, but slightly 
contained by the woods to the West from the master bed room and the hill side to the East from 
the guest room. There are two windows which look out from the back of the cottage, with the 
downstairs one located in the kitchen and the upstairs window facing out from the bathroom 
dormer window. The bathroom window has a lovely view over the top of the outbuildings to the 
hills further up the glen. The view from the kitchen is rather impinged upon by the outbuildings 
but there are still tantalising glimpses of what the countryside has to offer.  
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The quality of the light in the area is clear and pure and the region is popular with photographers 
and painters. 
Similarly the air is pollution free, which allows the aroma of the surrounding countryside to 
pervade the garden and cottage. 
 
At some times of the year the glen echoes to the call of curlews, oyster catchers, lapwings and birds 
of prey, including Golden Eagles and the garden often plays host to Pheasants, partridge, and in the 
rutting season stags will also be heard calling from the hillsides.  
The garden is also home to rabbits and hares and a stoat has been seen. Apparently at one point, 
when in use as a holiday let, the cottage became the temporary residence to a Pine Marten. 

 
Nuisance factors. 
 
The area is occasionally flown over by the RAF who have training flights up the glen. These low fly 
overs by fighter aircraft can be very noisy and can arrive with little warning, this activity is so rare 
though, that I would not regard it as a nuisance. Sometimes there is a passing light aircraft or 
helicopter, but again this occurrence is quite unusual. 
 
The track attracts the occasional walker or mountain bike rider and sometimes groups of scouts, it 
provides a route to a number of Munroe’s and a loch and is also the main route to the Fealar Estate 
further up the glen. In general though this is a very quiet location. 
 
The river valley area of the estate is used for rearing sheep and cattle and as a result there are a 
number of gates which are often closed along the track, depending on livestock movements and 
animal husbandry operations. The cottages’ location on the estate track means that every trip has 
to be properly considered, just putting the bins out by the main road could involve repeatedly 
getting in and out of the car to open and close these gates. 
 
The cottage sits at an elevation of around 1000 Feet and as such can be a few degrees cooler than 
the nearby village. There can be large amounts of snow in the winter and there is always a 
possibility of becoming snowed in, so provision for this must be taken in to account. The estate will 
bring a snow plough up the track past the cottage but this will not be adequate if there are heavy 
falls of snow. A four wheel drive vehicle should be considered mandatory at this location. 
 
The Scottish highlands are renowned for their midge nuisance. There are midges at the cottage, but 
with the location being more towards the East coast of Scotland they do not pose much of a 
problem.  
 
The cottages’ location provides an unrivalled sense of peace and tranquillity. The only noises which 
permeate to the inside of the building are the sounds of the sheep and cattle on the hillside, the 
river when in flood and the very occasional passing tractor or car on the track.  
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Amenities, recreation and culture. 
 
There is a community store and Café in the nearby village of Kirkmichael which stocks most of the 
basic day to day commodities, although for more choice there is either Pitlochry with its small 
CoOp, butchers and delicatessen, or the bigger town of Blairgowrie which is a little further away, 
but which boasts a large Tesco store, not to mention the other shops associated with a larger town, 
such as butchers, fishmongers, hardware stores, garages, fishing and hunting shops, hair dressers 
etc. 

The location of the cottage on the estate provides access to a number of Munroe hills, a couple of 
lochs for fishing for trout and arctic char. By agreement with the Estate office there is also access to 
hunting and shooting. There are some trout in the river by the cottage but they are largely very 
small, salmon have been known to migrate up the river past the cottage when the conditions are 
right. There is a network of tracks on the estate for mountain bike riding and unlimited walking 
from the back door. The Cateran trail runs nearby, which is a sixty mile long distance circular 
walking route. There is skiing available at Glenshee which is about thirty five minutes away by car, 
the resort have just upgraded the main lift and the skiing can be good in the right conditions. 
 
Due to the lack of any light pollution, the night sky is crystal clear and star filled from horizon to 
horizon. As a result of this night time clarity, there is a reasonable chance that the Northern lights 
will be seen from the cottage garden when there is sufficient solar activity. As the cottage sits 
between two sets of hills one to the East and one to the West, the sun rises a little later and sets a 
little earlier than would be the case in a flatter environment, but the impact of this is not 
significant. 

Pitlochry has a theatre which has a good reputation and is popular with the local residents. There 
are cinemas in Aberfeldy, Dunkeld and Perth. There are a couple of Hotels in Pitlochry which have 
swimming pools and other leisure facilities. 

The nearest bar and restaurant to the cottage is the Strathardle Inn which provides good food and 
real ales in convivial surroundings. The Strathardle is an eighteenth century drovers Inn and is 
frequented by shooting and fishing parties as well as a lively and friendly local presence at the bar. 

There are a couple of Hotels in Pitlochry which host live music fairly regularly, but the music in 
general is of a generic variety, designed to appeal more to a visitor than an informed lover of 
Scottish music. Dunkeld has a reputation for a more authentic musical experience but getting there 
and back may be difficult. 

There is a good Medical centre in Pitlochry and a Dental surgery. 

Buses and taxis are very limited in the area and can be quite expensive. 

Connectivity. 

There is no BT broadband available at the cottage due to its distance from the exchange. 
Broadband and a WiFi connected phone could be provided via a satellite link, this option is more 
expensive than the normal copper phone line connectivity, but it would supply an internet 
connection and phone for about £50 per month. There is also no cellular phone connectivity at the 
cottage. There is no terrestrial TV signal at the cottage and if required a satellite dish and receiver 
would have to be installed. There is a very feint DAB radio signal, but I am sure this would fluctuate 
depending on the weather and other factors. 
Post and parcels addressed to the cottage are left at the estate office. There is a Post office at the 
village store in Kirkmichael. The nearest public WiFi is available at the village store café or the 
Strathardle Inn. 
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Summary. 

Creagloisk has a warm, safe and friendly feel to it cradled and settled as it is in its immediate 
environment. The experience of being in the cottage does not quite reflect its remote location. The 
surrounding countryside is beautiful, ranging from the open rolling moorland to the North, the 
hills and woodland either side and the craggy glen of the River Fearnach to the South. The beauty 
of the surroundings are emphasised by the solitude and seclusion that this location affords. This 
level of isolation however, might not suite everyone and it could make things quite tough in the 
winter when the track and roads are impassable.  Some more planning and preparation would be 
required here, compared to living in a more populated and developed neighbourhood. 

The cottage is not big by any measure and as such it would be very adequate for a couple, with a 
spare room for guests when required. The cottage could probably feel a little cramped with more 
than a couple of full time residents. 

 

 

Views. (Note. Photography has been compromised by the use of thermal film on the windows.) 

 

 

Sitting room 
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Dining room 

 

 

Guest room 
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Guest room side window 

 

 

Master bed room 
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Master bedroom side window 

 

 

Kitchen 
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Bathroom 


